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Jamuary preved te be & coaspicuous menth im the opeaing of the
new year, Developemeats oam toth easterm and westera fronts were highly
favorable to the Allies, and the eaemy was defimitely im & poerer
position than at any tize previously in the war, A powerful Russiaa
offamsive, Laumched by five mighty armies placed along the Polish
fremtier from the Baltic Sea to the Carpathian kMountaims, gulped iam
hundreds of miles ef territory and did not show signs of steppiag.
Futherest poimt of the drive put the Reds on the bank of the Oder,
leas than 40 miles from Berlin,

Best mews on the Anglo—American side of the ledger was the
elimimation of the German salient in NW Luxembourg amd southera
Belgium,

The 306th aided the combined effort by fiying 15 missions,

12 of which were to cammunicatioa centers near the western froat,
5.4 sorties were flown ia January, 139 1/i toms of HE bombs were
dropped, 18 tems of incendiaries, 116 leaflst bambs, at & cost of

2 aircraft, These figures brought the totals for the group te

7682 sorties, 15,398 1/10 toms of HE, 1,369 1/4 tons of incendiaries,
and 171 planes lost.

306th flew 36 A/C including & Pff as 40 "B" led by Major Hulings.
After receiving call from Buckeye stating that target wes clear, group
follewsd "A" force in to primary at Magdeburg. However, a 10/10 undercast
necessitated a tum off city to left. Both forces than made & second
run still without dropping. Wing proceeded to sscondary visual at
Gottingen, but did not bomb due to clouds, Finally group attacked Kassel,
the assigned PFF target. An HX run was started by all three squadromns.
Lead and low found visusl conditions, and strike photos show patterms in
north central marshalling yard and south central built-up area, respect-
ively. High, with PFF equipment sut, turned off early and bombed a
cormunication target at Limburg visually. Because of the umexpected al-
teratiom im the route, seven a/c fram the high ware forced to land at
Messenger on the continent in order to refuel, Crews who experieanced thie
novelty reported much damage on the field which had been attacked by the
Luftwaffe previously in the day.

Most of chaff was expended at Magdeburg, where A.A, fire was inacc-
urate. Moderate, accurate tracking and barrage flak over Kassel, On way
in, meager, accurate tracking from Brunstuttelkoog. Damage: Lead, 5
alight; Low, 1 severe, 1 slight, 1 miesing; High 2 severe, 1 slight.

Several jet a/c were seen in the Magdeburg area, all eagerly pursued by

fr:l.uu:y escort,

C 185-J, pilot Lt. Ryder, of 369th, landed at Denain A/D because of
fuel shortage and intermal failure in #4 engine. Crew returued to buse a
few daye later.

A/C 590-M, pilot 1lst Lt. R.D. Stewert, also of 363th, was unaccounted
for after low squadron broke up in clouds over North Sea going in. Other
aembers on the crew include: 2nd Lt. K.H. Streun (CP), 2nd Lt. L.L. Wilson
(N), 7/5gt. L.J. Peterson (B), T/Sgt. C.A. Muple (R), T/Sgt. A.R. Cecere
('rrS. S/Sgt. W.J. KcCue (BT), S/Sgt. D.F. Bohrer (MS. 8/Sgt. R.L. Chancallor.
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) jor Kesling led 306th as 40 "i® with 36 4/C inciuding 3 PFF, 1
Geawi, ond 1 PFF/GH, plus 3 spares, 20 winutes baforo the I.P., Buckeye
reported a cloud covering the turget, but that it might move off previcus
to the formationts arrival, Tids proved to be the cure, and the group
attacked avital communication center at Iyllburg visuslly. Lead :attern
landed squarely on aiming point vith low to SEe Due to the extreme cifficulty
in piecking op target, high made second run, and hombs fell on top of lazds
Results were described ss excellent, . . .

Route was approximately as ovriefed with the exception of the hijh's
secord run during which time the lead and low made two 360 degree turns,

Yeager, fairly accurate tracking fluk at scattarad points throughout
the torzet area kept the group under fire fro: 5 to 10 minutes. Damages
Lead, 2 alight; high, 1 vevers. No roport wus recsived on low squadron
which was flying 05th 4/Ce. %/a oppoel nl, _

. 306th bembs are shows blasting Kyllbwrg 0“ c;ﬁtox;: thersby
neutrelising reil line vital to the lm salieste




‘cuno

A e i .
B i

& .

)

St e 3 P ot T AT OO OSANNT_GROUE ().« e

s ontl ()r._;.mm.- __--_1. ’L‘ iresapud 4y -J"’&-D‘“m——-—

A < e A~ +. .~ ——— -—4& I':!A h.ww"‘-. -————

on!l ; . ) “Na
. PRCIIDE V-1 ¥ ST

Jan 3
Hulings led the 306th as 4O "B" with 39 &/C including 1 Fff/GH,

3 PIf and 3 spares, & complete cloud coverage over the target, marshalle
ing yards at Hermulheim near Cologne, confirmed the previous Buckeye
report, Formation followed briefed route into target snd bombed by Ges-H,
low and high dropping on lead,

No Adke fire or B/a hampered this groupe Flak was observed on other
#/C in Cologne area, ’

b lst Division stood downe
Lt. Cole LaVier led 36 crews om a junnery mission over the ifash,

w

N
'memdtng 1 Prf/Geel, 3 FFF, plus 3 spares from the 306th as
40 "A" were led by Lt, Col, Salada of €he 4Oth Combat wiwye Great difficulty
was experienced in assembly over 3nzland due to dense persistent contrails
| which neaessitated several changes in zltitude, & #/Cy pilots Brne, Fowler,
Hatch, Maenner, Patten, korgan, Turner and Lizsner bouwbed with other Jroups
because they could not find the 306th foruations kemaining planes attacked
the primary, Nisdermendig ofF, near Cologre, cr a Gee=li run after recaiving
a report ‘from buckeye thal target was under a 10/10 coverage, Uecuuse of &
! rack malfuncticn in their lesd ship, six «/C from low sjuadren breught buck

bomhe ¢

Seatrered burste from Ote dith area inflieted no dunnge cn the groupe

4/ Op, czition was nile

61 SRR

t, Col. Chalfant led the 306tn is 40 "' with 39 4/C including 1 uee=i/
Pff, 3 PFF and 3 spares at the head of lst vivigicne after receiving a peport
from Buckeye stating that target was under 10/10 coveruge, growp started a
GeseH run on primary, liowever, 18 miles froa the objective, technical diffe-
jculties forced lead to cowplete run by PFF on secondary, marshall ing yards
in eastern Cologne, FPlottec scope photographs show orobable hits in target
area

L]
Meager tracking and barrage flak at Cologne inflicted no damage on forme
ation, E/A opposition was nil,

jord

ﬁ& as 40 "B" flew 39 A/C including 1 Gee=H, 3 PFF and 3 spares led
by Major MoKinney, Having heard Buckeye report that bombing would be by
! {nstruments, Gee=H took over 5 minutes before I.Pe itun was made on primary,
| a railway jumction at Susiirchen, in group fornetions PFF scope photographs
show bombs to be in target area,

AJhe iire and B/A opposition were nil,

ﬂ%or fgsling led 306th as 40 "a® with 39 &/C including 1 Gee-I/PFF,

3 Pff, and } spares, 5 minutes before 1.Pe Buckeye reported tuat a dense
hase covered target area, Because deputy Geeell fuiled to take off and lead
Gee=H was not operating, a Pff run was started on secondary at Landau,

! Bquipment worked satisfactorily, but returns were weak, which fact foreed
wickey operator to change aiming point to town of Speyers Hich and low each
aade separate HX Indistinct ground detail on strike photos indicate
all hits in Speyer vicinity. ’

Moderate, accurate tracking aese fire frém JMarnheimeludwigshein-ares
lasting about 3 minutes caused the following dasaget leud, 1 landed on the
continent, 1 crashed in England, 1 severe, umd 4 slight; low, 1 crashed at
base, 2 slight; iigh, 1 landed on com.u-tr & severe, A slight, lio B/a g

oppodition, m el e
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A/C 438U, pilot Capt, Law, of J68th, crashed at Manston with 2
engines out. T/Sgte W3, Fant ('rc) was killed while the pilot, 2nd It,
Kehe nadt (CP), 18t Lt, QeTe Commay (B), T/52te FeEe Sweet (RO), Sgte ‘ie
Oe Tiimons ;s'rs, were injured seriously.

4/C 376<F, pilot it, Hullum, of 423rd, landed at lessenger with fuel

shop *
4/C 619=y, pilot i, Young, of 369th, landed at Rosieres, France with
fusl shortage, ‘

4/C T15=V, pilot s, J.l, Davis, of 367th, crashed at base with 2 eng-
ines out. No one wa® hurt,

4ll craw members, who landed away, returned to buse a few duy's later,

10 | cgN
jor sckinney led the 306th as 4O "B with 18 #/C including 4 Pff, 1

Gee-H and 2 spares, Houte wus f{lown approximately as briefed exce;t for the
bomb run, because of Suckeye's peport that it was 10/10 east of khine, Gee-
H took over at 1.P., preserving group for.ation. Interference from othor
4/C coming from the left foreed the 306th formation north of course until
finally into the Unlogne fluk urea, Gee-H equipment went out at tuis time,
and lead took cver for visual run on prinary, sn airfield at Gymnich, south-

west of Cologne. Low foliowed in trail, tut since both lead and deputy in
| this squadron were hit, 1o run could be made. 6 4/C from the low vrought
| bombs backe Hizh dropped on lead, 9trike phetos, available only fram the
high, shom pattern completely obscuring smull town of Blieshein, 6 niles
southeaat of privary.

loderate to intense, accurate .en, fire tracked group visually in the
Cologne area, Damage: lLead, 1 1la, & landed on cont.nent, 5 severs, 2
siight; Low, 3 severe, 1 slight, 6 92nd 4/C damuge unknown; lligh, 1 severe,

4 #lisht, 2 spare 305th 4/C damage uhknowns

- A/C 076=11, pllot Major kcikinney of the 369th, was hit by flak 1 minute
before bombs awsy. Xntire electrical system went o.t, and walst gunner, 5/<gt.
N.Ce Sulser, was injured seriously in the left ankle. left formation after
tarpget, and landed at brussels A/D,

A/C 557=Y, pilot M, 4einhart of the 369th, was hit in the §2 and 4
engines cver Cclogne, it the same tins the electrical system went out, und
bombardisr, let it, &,P, lambert, was injured seriously in the lege after
leaving formation plane crath landed.on a large field &4 riles north east of
Leuesnoy, France,

A/C 287V, pilot 2nd Lt, MW, Pearce of the 369th, was also hit over
Cologne. Une large plece of flak inflicted ve:y serious injury to the
pilot's head, Crew, therefore, landed in France in order to obtain medical
attention, However, Lt, Pearce died a few days luter, his comdition being
bayond saving,

A/C 250N, pilot bt, Hathaway of the 368th, received damsge to electrical
system, oxycep, rudder contruls, and #3 and 4 engines from a direct vurat in the
radio room. ;Sgt.. X.Ce Seanan (RO) was blown clear from the plane and is
1isted as MIAS S5/Sgt, BiFe Danaher (BT) was seriously injured in both legs
and an arm, while S/Sgt, HeEe Sohm (TG) received severe frost bite in his feet
when the heating unit became inoperationals These men were given efficient
first ald by S/Sgte Peeney, walst gunner, A/C left form tion Limediately
after being hit, and & gus leak forced pllot to land at nearest convenient
field, which was Hombeek.. '

fbbon of all crews with the exceptiun of those who were injured or
MIA returned to base within the following 2 weeks.

7 &/C Wlbea, pilot 2nd b, H.C, Mattson of the 369th, was hit in #1 and 2 BR
| engines about 2 minutes before bombe awaye Plane was last seen with left wing
burning t::;uly but under control 2000 below formation, Other members on
the orem ude: 2nd Lte Rede Kruger (GP), F/0 LeCe Shaw (N), 2nd Lte Jeas
Bryan (B), $/5gt. JoTe domieres .(WO), ¥/Sgt. Joky Jenkine (B), Sgte JeTe
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mmk (BT). Jgt. v.lro Crowton (\"‘3). Sgt. D.s. Kowbeck (TG). 2nd L‘:. e
Mocharnuk (RN). -

It can be done, (Left to right). T/Sgts. U.Fe Offord, lese Limdsay, and
CoH. ¥illespie, tail sunner, radio operator, and waist gunner, respectively
are shown after their fiftieth mission, which completed a second tour for
each, in this theater, all flew with Capt, butterf.eld today, leading the
high squadron,

Russians launched five-pronged assault on eastern Gerwan front from Baltie
Sea to Carpathian Mountains,

Officers of the 423rd held a squadron party in "B" Ness during the evening.
Captes B.H, Pool of S=2, acted as Master of Ceremonies for festivitles, which
included music by the Bsquires, a dance, and selection of a "Squadron Sweet-
heart" from the young women Zuects,

A christening of one of the new Squadron B=l7s was held on the 16th with
the "Sweetheart® doing the honors,

. ;&th flew 35 4/C including 3 Pff as 4O "a" led by Lt. Col, LaViery

Lead Gee=!l{/PFF, pilot Col, Sutton, who'was to head the Division, did not

take off begssuse of internal engine failure, Clear weather at the target, the
Hohensollern R.R. tridge im the heart of Cologne, confirmed Buckeye's earlier
statements, Each squadron made s separate visual rua., lead's boubs hit
western approaches very near aiming poimt. Low fell on a marshalling yard

in southwest part of citye Photoe fram 35lst Group show high pattern stradd-
ling eastern half of bridge, bombing for the day was desc. ibed as very youde
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No B/, However, moderate and accurate a.a, fire at the target, and neager
accurate from the fromt lines inflicted the following damages Lead, 1
severe, 9 slight; Low, 3 severs, 6 slighty Hizh, 1 msevers, 5 slight,

J.R. w" m@t l.ml'. 36%}1. Was proi: ted to c&[‘t. b

. %th as 4O0th "C* flew 36 a/c including 3 FFF led by Capt, Hanson.
10/10 eloud coverage at prirary, which fact was reported by Buckeye,
caused lead to hit secondary, marshalling yards «t Freiburg, on an H2x
run. Low dropped on lead, while high wade separate drop. Strike photos
show bamb hits to northewst of aiming point.

leager inuccurate flek at target caussd no dumage. Tnere were no
enenyy fighters, .
17 m SFi

t. Col. LaVier led the 306th as 4LOth "B" with 39 a/c including 1
GeeH=PFF, 2 PFF, and 3 spares. buckeye reported that the target, a large
railway viaduct northeast of iielefeld, was under a 1U/10 coverage. 4
GesH run was made in group foruation with unobserved results.

Aese fire and /4 were nil,

18 i AMdssion scrubbed.

§3u.n as 4LOth "B" flew 39 &/c including 4 Micro HeliF and 3 soares
led by Capt. Lkagee. Decause key kicro H beacon stayed in mormal navigation
code inatead of delay, grou; attacked secondary target, marshalling vard
at iheine. Results were unobse:rved.

4 fow scattered bursts from front lines was only a.a. fire encountered.
No E/a haressed the formation.

#f¢ 600=G, pilot Lt. Zrne of the 369th, had internal failure in #3 and
& engines before getting into cnemy territory. Plane landed in iFrance with
crew unharmed. Returned to base next day.

&fc 38L=L, pilot Lt. lckinney of the 368th, ulso hud internal engine
failure. Trouble occurred near I.P., and Lt, kckinney proceeded on to Lhe
target with the formation. arter vombs away, a/c heuded for an emergency
lapding field. Finally found a spot in the, Liege area, bul one wheel
failed to coms down. Because of the overworked engines, pilot was forcec
to make & crash landing. lst Lt. Lo J. Seck (N) and Sgt. F. 3. Newell (TG)
were injured seriously and are still on the continent. kest of crew returnel
' to base a tew days later,

21 HaFFE B
ajor drending led the J06th as 4Oth ™. with 3¢ &/c including 2 PF,

1 Qeel, and 2 speres. The route wus flown as briefud., lNear I.P, operator
irdicuted that a GeeH run was impossible since he could not zet propar
ground signals. Because lead homb bay doors failed te open, deputy took
over ohortly after I.F. and uade a PFF run on marshalling vards at
aschaffenburg. Low and liigh dropped off lead. :

" Aede fire and enemy fishter opposition was nil.
‘ Crews cbserved two i=17s to have collided in group ahead. Both a/c

spun in with no chutes seen, later confirsation Ghowed the slanes to be

2 i B e Ceareday, Squadron Cperetégns Officer, 369th, was promoted to
. | the rank of s jor. : .
A
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27 ;¢ lssion ocr'tm.

%u flew 39 a/c as 40th "C® including 1 Geeh=I'FF, 2 PFF, and 3
spares led by Major Hulings. 4ntense hasze in the tarjet area and severe
frosting on the plexiglass forced formution to zake Use H run on primary,

marshalling
interpretation of strike photes show probable hits.to [ii of target.

Two predicted concentrations of a.i. fire were encountered over
Cologne. Recovery of several casings and ope intact peliet indicuted

KUBLENS
,‘.&th as LOth "B" sent 36 a/c ineluding 1 Guel=IFF und 2 IFF led by

;went oud in lead ship wlich affected botn gaell undd IFFe. vecruse of the
‘m:.lfunctisn, the secondsnry, marshalling yards at ioblenz, was attacked in
group formation by H2I. Results were undbserved.

e opposition and ... fire v@i@ nil.

e

pission scrunbed. -

#

J. ae Nurphy, flight leader, 4rd, was promoted to the rank of Capt.

in southeastern Cologne. High and low dropred off lead.
that ireendiary flak was being used b, the ensmy. Darmage: L severe, 7 slight.

Capte Hanson. =arly in the mission deputy tool: over when electrical «uystem
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Base 33t basketball toam chalked upy two victories during the month to

their wina in Division coupetion to &e Station 1U3 wes the first
victin by a 36«30 count. Cpl. Riggle and Sgt. Feely were hizh for the
locals with i2 points esach, The 306th mashed Baszsingborn 62«37 in a tili
plaged on the night of the 26th in the post Gyme Sgte Feely with 14, Cpl.
Zindar with 10, and 8/Sgt. Bowsrs with 8 points emmk, led the victors.

Officer's casaba outfit did not fare so well. The club took it on

the chin 5239 from Bsssingborn on the 26th in the second gune of &
double~header. Capt. Wsllace, forwer Indiana flash, yave the locals the
most trouble by chalking up 15 markers.

i.;z of Officer's promotioms (Captain and up) for the moath of December,
3

! 2 Dec. = J, N, Edeler, Flight Leader 369th, to Capt,
© 2 Dec. = D, B, Currier, Squadron Bombardier 369th, to Capt.

5 Des. = P. V. Osburn, Squadron Mavigator 367th, to Capt.

'10 Dec. = G, A, Spencer, Group PFF Operator attached to 3b7th Sqdn, to Capt.
'13 Dec. = R, R, Demny, Flight Leader 3Jbith, to Capt.

|15 Dec, = H. H. Baker, Squadron Bonbardier 423rd, to Capt.

;15 D“o - 'o ‘o m. mﬂ% m 5231", to c.”o

{16 Dec. = C, G. Duy, Group Ground Executive Officer, to It. Col.

18 Dec. = Jo D. MacPherson, Squadron Navigator 369th, to Capt.
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s-rf.' vames L, AVILY - ey 367
2rd Lt Seyxmond Aller SECRE "

nd Lt Hillie S, Israel 366
1“0 LL- ﬂ’l-’_.l.JF'IJ B‘PIIV)!I "
rm Lt Roiort H, 'v:"ood R
nG by Fredarick N, Hudson Ji L
. 1"

end Lt .re.c.re,e Gond

2nd Lt Hobert Frak = e
oné Lt Zeith &, olierup _“
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74 Ly George I. Kerr : 3ce
~ad Ly anne e Hove 3‘:3
one Lt John H, Cliriasteuson "
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n2 Lt Ned A, Frne L
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2ud Lt Herry %, Perrce "
2n? Lt Leo H, Reinrerd "
1o Lt Williem D, Esllum 4 oz
cod Lt mwett Sutherlend 37
o L Richsrd Pewelke oanemadimtiibye osliiios
2ad Lt George Purnell 7EK
1st Lt Orlo irude e
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°nd Lt Jruee Mortin : sl
“nd Lt sorris Hursthouse - iy
Znd Lt bprrcll « Hills "
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1st Lt i’orra st Stevart : e n
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onth of __January _ __ IS __ rre.iovd o Cuptaln tullium G, Ven Norman

F .od‘-ﬁ»‘-a@ W‘--——. R
' S Cahier i s g

: -é‘u-‘”'a <4~ T

5 1st Lt Peter Jo Hopkins Jre, assigned und joined to organization
o8 Medical .dministrative Officer, This is the proup's first aelfe0e and
all flight surgeons scem very relfeved to pet the paper woik of{ their

hands,

7 Major James Se Cheney, group navigator and the only - combat "Old
Timer". left on the stetion has buen lured avuwy to Molesvorth. ie wll

hute to ses "Zoot" Cheney leave, a fine navigutor and a suell guy person-
ally, Major Cheney arrived with the original air echelon and was well
knowvn on the station and throughtut the First iir Divisions .ie ull vdsh

. him good luci and huppy landiggse .

8 Cuptain John Do MacPherson, formerley squudron navigator for the
"Fitin® Bitin'", ussigned and joined to the organization «s group navi-
gator in the place of Major Cheneys

16 1st 4t Ruymond Jo Bruder, assistant Speciul Serviee Officer has
boen transfered to Cheddington us Special Cervice Cfficer, lie will remember
Lt Bruder for his fine vork in improving our post theatre and the quality
of pictures shown = also the wonderful soft theatre seats to relieve our
aching bucks,

19 ® jujor Richard &, iialck, formerley ground exccutive for the "Clay. . .- -- -
Pipgeons", now luckily on DS back in God'e country at Staff and Comuand

School, Ft Leavenworth, Kansas, is relieve. from assignment with the orzani-
zation and assigned to the Miami Beach, Florida, Redistribution Statign,.

LN Lajor Hurold De Munwl Jre, hit the juck=pot by getting a 30 day
temporsry duty assignment ot home. Hope our group surgeon has « nice time
and coggg buck rested upe (Bome guva huve-ell-the-luci)™

i aside fram the ususl amount of colds in the orgunization that about
winds up the history for the month,
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